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1842-5   already weathered half a winter of cold winds and snow in the coun-
-----      try. . . .   Our large wooden house on the river's edge with a large
^ET. 55-8   marble hall and a saloon to match it overhead is so little suited to the season that we had much difficulty in uniting our few half-frozen neighbours under a magnificent bunch of mistletoe on Christmas Eve, which, on looking afterwards into the rubric, I blushed to find appropriated by our Church to seriousness and not to revelry.   Visitors, with one rather peculiar exception, have long since left us, and we have been obliged to make the most of our own resources.    They, as you may imagine, are rather monotonous, and at this season not a little interrupted by the badness of the roads, which break up regularly in autumn, as boys in England do for the holidays.    As for me, during a great part of most days and occasionally of the night also, I am glued down to my writing-table, which is often a thankless task separating me from those I love, and putting me in contradiction with, the younger and more careless spirits around me.    Not that I mean to complain.    I took the cup deliberately, I am content to drink it, and rather look forward with hope than backward with regret.  There are,  nevertheless, weak as well as trying moments, and, not having the constitutional placidity of my Uncle Toby, I fear that I have been caught swearing more than once.   It might be some comfort to a less benevolent ambassador that his young and reckless attaches have not a sound constitution among them.    Not one of them is equal to half the fatigue which I endure, and often after the departure of a messenger there is a general occupation of the minor luminaries.    Lord. Napier left us two days ago with views of marriage for the benefit of a prettyish and clever daughter of Lady Julia Lockwood's.   It was to relieve the dulness of copying a long despatch that he laid down his pen and stepped across the street to propose.